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OWA LIBRARY COMMISSION ‘me. When lewislator asked why 


we needed to raise the maximum tax 

: — levy, why many libraries were open 
gal and her pubis brates tm the State only a few hours each day all in the 
: same breath and when they asked many 
















MEUASRS. other questions; if we thought it paid 
BRIGHAM, Chairman, Des Moines. to tie up so much money for appar- 
eG ror. Des qoge Onw- ently so little purpose, if we really felt 
, , ; that libraries were an educational as- 

Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. set? etc., ete., I began to have a dawn- 
i J. BARKLEY, Boone. ' ing sense of incompleteness, and also, 
R. » Council Bluffs. I began to wonder what of the library 





Jou A. ROBINSON, Secretary, Des Moines. trustees in these respective men’s 
. ny mated frst a pubite bra towns; were they enjoying extended 





trustees of free public libraries in the Vacations, or taking much needed time 
Sate of Iowa. for rest from labor? Surely it was 


, Part of a trustee’s business to see that 
The Library Problem and the Trustees’ the legisator from his home town 



















Responsibility. was an educated person at least along 

President’s Address at Sioux City Meeting of library lines! 
lowa Library Association, October, 1912 We will come back to this subject 
BY MRS. C. C. LOOMIS, TRUSTEE CEDAR Of legislation again. Right here I wish 
RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY to move: on and explain as best I can 





Ihad fancied, when I found myself the things that led to my further en- 
president of the Iowa Library Associa- lightenment. In my inexperience I had 
tion, that I knew considerable about believed that all trustees were keen 
libraries and the library situation in to promote up-to-date library ideals, 
lowa, but I found there was so much that all, or practically all at least, had 
more for me to learn that I hesitate al- seen the vision of our wonderful edu- . 
most to say to you the things that cational possibilities and were but 
are on my soul to say. And I trust waiting with eager impatience to grasp 
you, my friends, to believe that what the handle of a larger opportunity. | 
Tam about to say is offered in no We have six library-districts in Iowa. 
spirit of criticism but in a deeply I was privileged to attend five of the 
humble and hopeful one. six district meetings held during. the 

The legislation, long desired and month of May. The trustees present 
really vital if library. work is to pro- from libraries, other than the enter- 
gress, was made a reality this past taining one, numbered exactly seven, 
Winter, and it was in working for this all women! The trustees from the en- 

the first great illumination eame tertaining libraries were so busy seeing 
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that -we were fed that they were in 
the main noticeable by their vacant 
chairs. This of course again means 
women trustees, the men in but one 
or two instances came not at all. I 
have not been able wholly to account 
for this. It might be attributed to 
shyness, but it is in the main indiffer- 
ence and lack of appreciation of the 
duties that a real trusteeship carries 
with it; and here I may pause to say 
that over half the trustees in Iowa are 
mén. But I also discovered that it was 
due partly to a rather over balanced 
belief in their own abilities as guar- 
dians of the people’s money. The 
people’s money! My friends, this is 
the erux of much of our difficulty. 
Would that I could paint it for you in 
words that would graphically portray 
the pathos, the humor, the tragedy of 
it all! Because I wish to be wholly 
kind I will not try, but will leave each 
one in his own way to draw the pic- 
ture for himself. 

Far be it from me to say that li- 


brarians have run their course but what 
I am trying to say is that in the main 
trustees haven’t started theirs, and if 
they don’t start soon, the people hav- 
ing entrusted them with their money 
are going to ask why, and very justly 


so. I mean to say, in other words, 
that the library situation has evolved 
itself into a trustees’ problem and the 
trustees seem to be very far from ready 
to begin the solution. Even where 
there is considerable local enthusiasm 
it is generally lacking in vision of the 
library’s growing place and mission in 
a great educational scheme. 

There are over one thousand trustees 
in the state of Iowa. The one hundred 
and fourteen libraries of Iowa repre- 
sent a money investment of more than 
two million six hundred thousand dol- 
lars; they carry- with this an annual 
income of approximately three hundred 
thousand dollars to be expended. 
(Please note the word expended.) 

The librarians are not responsible for 
this valuable property—the trustees 
are! They are being looked to for re- 
turns on these investments, investments 


that have for the most part been 
in good faith, but with not too 
forethought. Methinks the ju 
used sometimes much resembles 
judgment of the man who pure 
an automobile without first ascertainin 
whether he is willing to furnish the 
and gasoline and labor to run it, 
over our state are scattered lib 
properties varying in values 
$7,500 to $100,000 and not one of them 
supported in a way to make them pa» 
returns on the investment. Surely 
is not the fault of the librarian. 
just as certainly not the fault of 
citizens in general. There are’ two gel 
of persons between the library and jy 
patrons and owners, city councils ang 
trustees. There is a rather widely prey. 
alant belief that city councils are th 
great obstructions, and of course, lack. 
ing knowledge, they do someting 
hinder. But again I would ask, whog 
business. is it to see that city coungil. 
men are educated persons along librap 
lines? Why appoint trustees at all # 
not to have expert opinion as to 
needs and requirements of that d 
ment of the city government? Just 
imagine, for instance, a board of water 
trustees sending a communication to 
their city council asking them to please 
raise the tax levy for their department 
and not at the same time telling them 
specifically just what they needed the 
money for; how the work would suffer 
and the property deteriorate without 
increased appropriation; and how in 
creasingly great would be the useful 
ness of the plant if they could proceed 
with certain much needed improve 
ments. : 
Do you fancy they would get the 
money? It is no longer a mystery why 
libraries are short of maintenance 
funds! Let’s go back to our legisle 
tion. The last general assembly passed 
an amendment to the old law, raising 
the maximum levy possible from tro 
and three mills respectively to five mills 
in all towns and cities regardless of 
population—a necessity that was glar 
ingly apparent to those having library 
progress really at heart. So, when We 
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told at the district meetings of the 
~ jaw and pointed out its possibili- 
fies, we confess to having been more 
than a trifle chagrined and amazed at 
the es’ lack of enthusiasm, This 
ig what they told us. One said, ‘‘ Why, 
we aren't up to the old limit yet and 
we have income enough.’’ Another 
quite poastfully said that their, board 
had $1,350 on deposit, and another that 
had plenty, but they couldn’t 

keep their building open evenings on 
seeonnt of expense. Without excep- 
tion these rich(?) libraries sized up 
sbout like this: investment in grounds 
nd buildings from ten to fifteen thou- 
gnd dollars; income from eight to fif- 
jen hundred dollars per year; salary 
of librarian from twenty-five to thirty 
dollars per month; building open from 
three to six hours per day; auditorium 
rarely opened on account of expense! 
Then those without satisfactory in- 
comes told things like this. In one 
little town where for more than a quar- 
ter of a century some generous souled 


women had maintained a free library 
and held regular reading classes, when 
last year the city took charge the new 
trustees refused longer to allow these 
women to conduct the reading classes 


that were deservedly popular. In an- 
other library the city had asked to use 
the lecture room for sume kind of po- 
litieal convention and ‘‘of course they 
eouldn’t think of such a thing!’’ No, 
they didn’t urge the citizens to make 
use of their own library, because it 
night disturb the readers. It soiled the 
building. It added to the expense. 
ls it not plain for those who run to 
read ? 

The trustees who thought they had 
sufficient, did not know what to do with 
the money provided; the ones not hav- 
ing enough, refused to take advantage 
of the opportunities given them to make 
= libraries both popular and profit- 


I think I see where in the near future 
we will be obliged to ask the state 
library commissioners to add another 
department to their field of labor, a 
slate instructor for library trustees. 


Please understand, friends, that I have 
nothing personal against trustees. On 
the contrary I know them to be the fin- 
est men and women in this land, but 
they have, nevertheless, in all too many 
instances accepted a trust without giv- 
ing due consideration to the responsi- 
bilities and burdensome duties assumed. 

Of course there is some blame for 
the state of affairs upon the taxpayers 
themselves, in that they have allowed 
their money to lie so much time idle, 
that they have been content to look 
upon their taxes rather in the light of 
a donation than as an investment upon 
which they had a right to expect re- 
turns. But this condition is fast right- 
ing itself and is no longer an excuse 
behind which to hide. 

I believe all will readily agree with 
me that there is room for enlighten- 
ment along many lines, so long as there 
are trustees who believe that income 
money is to be kept on deposit; so long 
as they have income enough and yet 
pay a librarian twenty-five dollars a 
month. . 


So much has been said these last 
few years about education that it seems 
almost trite to say more; but if we 
stop, what of our boasted superiority 
in morals and living conditions, what 
of our security in a democratic form of 
government? Education, is the Mace- 
donian ery, from social workers, re- 
ligious workers, and from statesmen! 
With less than twenty-five per cent of 
our coming citizens remaining in school 
past the age of twelve years, what 
agency is to intervene, for this enor- 
mous output of raw material, with a 
continuing culture, if not the taxpayers’ 
great agency, the Public Libray? Oh 
no, librarians have not finished their 
course, and they will never be able to 
finish it without the sympathetic and 
intelligent support of our library trus- 
tees, and this intelligent sympathy will 
require something more than mere at- 
tendance on board meetings. It has 
been generally accepted now that the 
library is an educational institution, but 
there is far from being any general 
acceptance of the fact that the head 
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of this educational institution should— 
nay, must—be an educator, not second 
to, but ranking with, our superinten- 
dent of schools! No, we are leagues 
away from that. And yet this insti- 
tution is the people’s university, where 
none are barred either by age or pre- 
vious condition of servitude, where 
there is something helpful for every 
kind of man in every kind of mood. 

Shall we not take advantage of such 
marvelous opportunity and go with this 
precious knowledge into the highways 
and byways seeking to make it so at- 
tractive that none shall pass by? 

Surely, if it is worth while to force 
men to take knowledge up to the age 
of fourteen, it is quite as worth while 
to urge them to continue for the rest 
of a life time, to seek both profit and 
pleasure from the great stores of in- 
formation garnered in our libraries. 
And we trustees must see these possi- 
bilities, must have faith that the efforts 
put forth are good, be responsive to 
library ideals. We must urge the needs 
of our libraries in season and out. We 
must see that the library building is 
made to serve the people in every pos- 
sible capacity ; must show that in every 
way that is useful and helpful to our 
citizens we are eager and ready to 
serve. Let us make our own libraries 
the civie-social center of our communi- 
ties where all, the least and the greatest, 
shall come joyfully, knowing that they 
shall not go away empty. 


As part of our state’s educational 
system let us recognize our responsi- 
bilities toward our library commission 
and its large field of endeavor, be ever 
ready to promote its efforts; but more 
especially ready to assist it in secur- 
ing needful legislation for the further- 
ance both of its work and ours. Let 
us never find ourselves in the attitude 
of the president of a library board who, 
when asked last spring to assist our 
association in some needful work re- 
plied that he didn’t think his board 
eared to help get any legislation that 
didn’t concern them and that the only 
law they cared anything about was one 
that would make it possible to get a 


quorum to attend board meetip gs, 
‘‘eould we help any in that partie’ 
lar?’’ I did not answer his letter 1 
knew that only time or possible deg 

would help the situation in that 

Now, my friends, I have said all of 
this to you because of the deadly and 
deadening complacency that I found ex. 
isting. I say complacency, not because: 
all were smug and happy like the man 
with thirteen hundred and fifty dollars 
on deposit, but because I found none 
who thought that they were in any Wise 
to blame for existing conditions, It 
was always some one else—publie gen. 
timent, town councils, an indifferent 
community—that was wrong, Had 
the story come but once [| 
have almost believed it, but the ever 
continuing refrain turned me at last 
to a sometimes forgotten story about 
the ‘‘beam in thine own eye.”’ 

Many days of reflection have but 
served to strenghten my conclusions 
that until we have trustees fully awak. 
ened to their individual and collective 
responsibilities, this splendid edues. 
tional propaganda will not go forward 
except at a snail’s pace. 





Iowa Library Association. 
SIOUX CITY MEETING. 

The twenty-fourth annual meeting 
of the Iowa Library Association was 
held in Sioux City, October 14-16, Be. 
cause of its location on the extreme 
western border of the state the number 
present was not as large as at some 
preceding meetings, but on the other 
hand this gave an opportunity for a 
larger attendance from the Northwest, 
Middlewest, and Southwest districts, 
than is usual when the meetings are 
held at the other extreme. The high 
character of the program and the spirit 
of the meeting made the occasion most 
enjoyable. The sessions were held in 
the auditorium of the new library 
building. 

The meeting opened on Tuesday 
afternoon with an address of wele 
on behalf of the city by Mayor 4 
Smith. Because of the inability of the 
president of the library board, Mr. & 
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‘pourg, to be present at this time, 
ares of welcome on behalf of the 
library board was not given until a 
later session, but left no doubt at that 
time of his intelligent interest in lowa 
libraries or of the pleasure of the board 
jn having the Association as guests in 
the city. A fitting response to the wel- 
eome thus expressed and anticipated, 
was given by Mr. Johnson Brigham, 
ibrarian. 
ee. sddrees of the President, Mrs. 
(. €. Loomis, followed. (Printed in this 
igsue of the Quarterly.) Reports of the 
Secretary and Treasurer were read. 

In the absence of Mr. W. R. Orchard, 
whose paper should have closed the 
afternoon program, the librarians util- 
ized the time in inspecting the new li- 

building. 
oy ecttey evening the Association 


was the guest of the Women’s Club of 


Sioux City at a lecture given by Dr. 
E. A. Steiner of Grinnell on ‘‘ Tolstoy ; 
the man and his message,’’ and the op- 
portunity thus afforded was greatly 
appreciated by all present. 
The Wednesday morning 


session 
opened with a business meeting in the 
appointment of committees and reports 
from the Legislative Committee ap- 
pointed at the last session of the As- 
sociation, and from the Secretary of 


Iowa Library Commission. Letters of 
greeting were exchanged with Mr. 
Payne, Miss Tyler, and Mr. Wyer. 

Following the business meeting Mr. 
Leslie I. Reed of Missouri Valley read 
a paper on ‘‘The Public Library and 
the Rural School.’’ (Printed in this 
issue of the Quarterly.) 

The last number on the morning pro- 
gram was an address by Miss Florence 
E. Ward of the State Teachers’ College 
on the ‘‘Montessori System.’’ Miss 
Ward sketched the origin and meaning 
of the Montessori method and ex- 


‘plained its application to the work of 


the children’s librarian. 

At the afternoon session the Presi- 
dent made brief report of the meetings 
held in the six library districts of the 
state in May of this year, all but one of 
which she attended. Reports of these 


meetings have already appeared ia the 
Quarterly. 

Miss Bascom, head of the Depart- 
ment of book selection and work with 
study clubs of the Wisconsin Library 
Commission, Madison, followed with a 
helpful and practical paper on ‘‘The 
library’s attitude- toward. study clubs 
and reading courses.”’ 

The discussion which followed was 
led by Mrs. Gould of Sioux City, and 
Miss Tarr of Clinton, and participated 
in by other librarians. 

Miss Rose O’Connor, Children’s Li- 
brarian of the Sioux City Library then 
told the story of Lohengrin, illustrated 
by Victrola records, showing what may 
be done by children’s librarians in 
stimulating the love of good music. 

Mr. Orchard having arrived gave his 
address on ‘‘How to bring the Com- 
munity and its books together.’’ 


On Wednesday evening an informal 
reception was given by the Library 
Board and the Sioux City Commercial 
Club in the ball room of the Hotel 
Martin. 


At the business session on Thursday 
morning the subject of affiliation with 
the A. L. A. was taken up and favor- 
ably acted upon. The president-elect 
was made representative in the A. L. A. 
Council and Mrs. Loomis elected al- 
ternate. 

In recognition of special services to 
Iowa library work the Association 
elected to honorary membership Miss 
Alice 8. Tyler, Library School, Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Miss Margaret W. Brown, Los Angeles, 
California; Mr..M. G. Wyer, University 
of Nebraska; and Mr. M. H. Douglas, 
University of Oregon. 


Reports of the Treasurer, Registrar, 
Necrology, Resolutions, and Nominat- 
ing Committees, were received, the lat- 
ter submitting the names of the follow- 
ing who were declared elected: Presi- 
dent, Miss Lillian B. Arnold, Dubuque; 
1st Vice-president, Mr. J. B. Weaver, 
Jr., Des Moines; 2nd Vice-president, 
Miss Helen McRaith, Iowa City; Secre- 
tary, Miss Anna Maude Kimberly, Mar- 
shalltown; Treasurer (continued), Miss 





Vina E. Clark, Ames; Registrar, Miss 
Anna M. Tarr, Clinton. 

Dr. Joseph F. Newton of Cedar 
Rapids who was to have spoken on 
‘‘The Modern Drama,’’ was unable to 
be present, and a book symposium 
was taken up. Reviews were given 
as follows: ‘‘Galsworthy and his 
books,’’ Miss Ione Armstrong, Council 
Bluffs; ‘‘Jean Christophe,’’ Miss Tap- 
pert, Davenport; ‘‘Books on the Fem- 
inist movement,’’ Miss Hagey, Cedar 
Rapids; ‘‘ Ward’s Social Center,’’ Miss 
Arnold, Dubuque, several of which 
called forth a lively discussion. 

A general question box followed giv- 
ing opportunity for the discussion of 
many questions not otherwise consid- 
ered. 

On Thursday afternoon an automo- 
bile ride about the city was enjoyed by 
the librarians. 

Through the report of the Committee 
on Resolutions the librarians voiced 
their appreciation of the generous hos- 
pitality of Sioux City expressed in the 
words of welcome of the Mayor and the 
_ President of the Library Board, and 
evidenced by the continuous attention 
to their pleasure and comfort by the 
Women’s club, the Commercial club, 
the staff of the Sioux City library and 
many others. 

I. L. A. MEETING 1914. 

At a meeting of the Executive Board 
on December lst, Marshalltown was 
selected as the place of meeting for 
1914. 





The Public Library and the Rural 
School. 
By Leslie I. Reed, Superintendent of 
Schools, Missouri Valley. 


The modern conception of the duties 
of the public library is twofold; first, 
to find a book for every reader, and sec- 
ond, to find a reader for every book. 

The entire community is to be 
brought into immediate contact with 
the library as represented today by the 


books themselves, by the community or . 


neighborhood spirit, by the social cen- 
ter idea. The time was when the city 
‘and country were far separated and 


there was little in common betwee, 
them. The city dude met the eNViog, 
contempt of the one and the country. 
jake was the brunt for the ridieuig at 
the other. Now the ‘boys meg in 
friendly companionship and there is ty 
distinction in dress or manner, for the 
line of demarkation has disap; 
Modern conditions have Succeeded jn 
uniting these heretofore far ge 
classes. Today the rural districts 

in co-operation with the city, 
wealthy farmer now has a seat in the 
commercial club,*is an officer jp the 
Chautauqua Association, and jg , 
booster in the good roads movement, 
Likewise the modern library movemey 
embraces not only the. residents of ty 
city and town but also the inhabitany 
of the remotest rural district. 

The public library today is made» 
essential factor in the educational 
tem, both because of its independey 
service to each individual throughoy 
life and also because of its co-operatin 
with the publie schools, which 
operation is constantly becoming mom 
intimate, useful and important. Ty 
functions of the library extend beyond 
the accumulating and making acog 
sible of material for reading and study, 
The functions today offer besides bibl. 
ography and reference, the use of ity 
building as a place of deposit for el 
lections in science, art, or history, I 
is made use of as a place of 
for lectures, for club meetings, for e- 
hibitions, and all interests which pr 
mote education and culture. 

Today we have as the accepted typ, 
the tax-supported public library like 
the tax-supported public school. Both 
are recognized as integral parts of or 
great system of public education. ds 
with the public school, the state is nov 
giving financial aid, moral support, ani 
encouragement to the public libray 
systems, support to enable them to'fil 
fill their function of furnishing fre 
books to all the people. . 

With the broad principles of utili 


and service in mind, we, pees 
have been interested in the better and 


larger use of the public library ‘for’ 
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ears. When coming to 

eS Valley we found the condi- 
most favorable to put in opera- 

‘on our notions of getting real service 
the library. We started out with 

is belief that mankind’s love for 
knowledge is purely acquired. The 
child loves activity but he ‘would, nat- 
y, rather make mud pies than to 
even notice the beautiful landscape 
about him. The latter must be forced 
his attention, explained and his 
and appreciation developed 
matically and gradually.. The love 

for books is not innate with the indi- 


vidual. It is given to him by a lover’ 


of books. As some one has said, the 
love of books cannot be taught, it must 
be caught. ; 

Our purpose therefore was to excite 
interest among the people of the com- 
munity. This we did by having Sunday 
afternoon men’s meetings. These meet- 


ings were unreligious but on such topics: 


as “Good Citizenship,’’ ‘‘Education,’’ 
“The Boy is Father to the Man,”’ 
“Civic Improvement,’’ ‘‘Civic Right- 


eousness,’’ etc. You may wonder what 
bearing Sunday afternoon meetings for 
men and boys could have upon the ru- 
ral extension idea. We purposed that 
they should have a direct and imme- 
diate bearing which is shown later in . 


this discussion. The lectures in the 
men’s meetings were given by prom- 
inent men in business, in politics, and 
in the editorial field. One of the last 
group was our esteemed library friend, 
the editor of the Daily Nonpareil. The 
meetings caught the attention of the 
men and boys, and started them think- 
ing along the lines of personal responsi- 
bility as relating to local conditions, 
civic improvements, and the higher 


‘duties and responsibilities of citizen- 


ship. , 

_ We had long ago learned that the 
best boosters and the most interesting 
workers in all lines of educational, 
social and moral development were not 
the men. The women of every com- 
munity will assert the earliest and 


‘largest interest in all matters pertain- 


ing to improvement. 


In order to interest them we had 
meetings for women in the auditorium 
of the public library. Such topics as 
‘*The Library,’’ ‘‘Books,’’ ‘‘The Influ- 
ence of Books,’’ ‘‘An Evening with 
Browning,’’ ‘‘The Use of the Library,’’ 
‘*The Public Library and the Schools,’’ 
and ‘‘The Country Church,’’ were dis- 
eussed. In the meetings at the library 
we used largely local people, the min- 
isters and teachers and others upon 
whom we could depend for the right 
line of thought. One lecture was given 
by an Iowa Library Commission repre- 
sentative; others by prominent educa- 
tors. Superintendent Beveridge of 
Council Bluffs, and Superintendent 
Graff of the Omaha schools gave inter- 
esting and instructive addresses. 

The rooms for the men’s meetings 
were furnished gratis with a reel of 
moving pictures upon an educational 
subject. The other expenses were met 
by a collection. 

The library auditorium was fur- 


nished free by the local library board 


for the ladies’ meetings and the other 
expenses were met by a few friends of 
the movement. No collections were 
taken for we wished to carry out the 
idea of a free library with all its ae- 
tivities open to the public. 


You see the object for this—the 
creating of a healthy interest in the 
better and higher things of life—for 
which the library movement stands, 
also to prepare the people for the task 
before us—the utilization and extension 
of the library. While this work was 
being accomplished, we were busy go- 
ing through the books of the library 
and those of the public school and clas- 
sifying them by grades. The need of 
this had long been impressed upon us 
for we had noticed children helplessly 
trying to select books for their own 
reading. Often have we seen them go 
to the librarian’s desk with a volume 
to carry home twenty years in advance 
of their understanding. We cannot em- 
phasize here too strongly the impor- 
tance of this point. All juvenile books 
should be graded and a list furnished 
at the library available for the use of 








the librarian and another list for the 
‘use of the children themselves placed 
‘in their school room. 

The work of interesting the people 
generally brought forth good fruit at 
once. The school board allowed us to 
transfer about a thousand volumes 
from the dark closets and cubby holes 
of the public schools. The mayor hon- 
ored the superintendent of schools by 
making him a member of the library 
board and the library board unani- 

*“mously voted the entire sum of the 
funds available for books to be used to 
supplement the graded list of books al- 
ready arranged for distribution. 

The first step—a book for every 
reader—had been accomplished. Books 
were available for pupils of all grades 
from the first grade up to and including 
the high school. 

You have all discovered that it is 
easier to furnish a book than to furnish 
a reader, and it is here that the work 
of the librarian must be supplemented. 
The librarian in our smaller towns can- 


not spend much of her time outside in-. 


teresting the non-reading public. Some 
agency must be called in through which 
the librarian can come in touch with 
outsiders, some agency that can be or- 
ganized and controlled, some agency 
which can conveniently and effectively 
touch the interests of the public. I be- 
lieve there is no agency which can so 
easily grapple with this problem as the 
public school teacher. With this ob- 
ject and purpose in mind the teachers 
of the public schools were called upon 
to aid in furnishing a reader for every 
book. 

A special teachers’ meeting was 
called, the matter of suitable reading, 
the importance of the reading habit, 
and the value of supplementing the 
work of the school with books from the 
library was discussed. The teachers 
adopted the following plan: First to 
place the graded library list in the 
rooms for the guidance of the pupils in 
the selecting of books. Second, to ex- 
plain how to get bocks from the li- 

. Third, to ereate an interest in 
books by talking to the children about 


them and by having the children 
selves discuss the books they had 


‘Fourth, to give the pupils in they 
‘grades .a working knowledge of how 


use the public library. This plan 
ceeded beyond our expectation, The 


‘pupils in the grades were in 


and at the end of the three months 
had read at least one book from the 
library and many had read forty 
more. 


The large number of books taken og 
by individuals made me wonder if 
pte getting anything from go0 
reading. I was exceedingly pleags 
with the knowledge and evident au 
ciation of the books read. Es 
was I pleased with a little Jewish 
who delighted to recite before his room 
and teacher the good things he hag 
read. His form of oral discussion way 
indeed remarkable. 


The greatest lesson learned dur 
this experiment was that the love fp 
books does not come from reading, but 
from some one who, because of his love, 


inspires this love in others. This bej 
true, we must have active agencies for 


the work of library extension. The two 
_ best agencies for this work are the pub 


lic librarian and the public sehogl 
teacher. The work that can be accom 
plished in the graded schools can aly 
be accomplished in the rural 
Work pursued in the towns spreads to 
the surrounding country, and ¢ 
free public library may and will be 
come a great distributing center. We 
are beginning to take up this phase of 
the problem at Missouri Valley, bat 
the problem has been made easy by the 
work already done. The local newspe 
pers printed notices and comments upm 
the work in town so that the whole com 
munity was informed of the 

plan and interest. This fall the libre 
rian had a booth at the county far 
which gave her:an opportunity tom 
terest the people. She was 
through conversation and by giving 
out advertising matter to give 
ideas concerning library extension. i 
addition she has sent to the 
officers letters explaining the ideas 
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Inspiring and organizing force. 


extension. Already the rural 
ee are taking up the question of 


ion and it is to be-one of the topics . 


discussion at one of the farmers’ 


oe jin-one of the near townships. 


All this is indicative of the effects of 
the leaven, which is to leaven the whole 
But we do not intend ‘to leave 

the matter to chance. We expect to 
the problem carefully and sys- 
tematically. Many people must be in- 


terested and made enthusiastic workers 


in the cause. In Missouri Valley we 
found several rural teachers, all of 
ghom had graduated from the city 
high school. These teachers had been 
interested in the library while high 
} students. These rural teachers 
were called together and arrangements 
made for them to select and take books 
to their district schools. Arrangements 
had already been made whereby a ru- 
ral teacher could take out books in her 
own name for use in her school, a privi- 
lege which is extended to our city 
teachers. We expect these teachers to 
ereate sufficient interest in the local li- 
brary to bring the outlying townships 
to vote the necessary tax for use of the 
tity library. But better than their 
money is the library habit which will 
result in a much better citizenship. 

‘We have every evidence that the 
rural field is ripe for the harvest— 
farmers’ clubs, the better country life 
movement, the Chautauqua and the au- 
tomobile are doing the work of arous- 
ing rural life to a new development. 
The slogan ‘‘Back to the farm’’ should 
arouse every library to put forth its 
utmost effort to make this movement a 
real blessing. Why not plan largely to 
meet this new demand. Why not. meet 
this great opportunity to carry the in- 
fluence of the library to the remotest 
rural district. 

Rural library extension should start 
with the city library. 

The city librarian should be the 
inspi This 
means that the librarian must have a 
broader understanding of rural life, its 
needs, and its problems. _ 

The city librarian should interest the 


local community first and then extend 
the interest to the rural communities. 

The most available agent in this field 
is the rural school teacher. 

The librarian should select, with the 
rural teacher, the books for each 
school. 

Through the rural teacher the condi- 
tions and needs of the community 
should be studied. 

The State Library Commission 
should undertake to interest the county 
superintendents in‘the importance of 
the extension movement. 

The State Library Commission 
should furnish and encourage the coun- 
ty superintendents to use lectures on li- 
brary subjects in all Normal Institutes. 

Lecturers, also, should be available 
at all times of the year to speak at 
farmers’ clubs, teachers’ county and 
township meetings, at Chautauquas and 


_at farmers’ institutes. 


Library courses should be required 
by law to be taught in all State Normal 
Course High Schools. 

Library courses should be offered in 
all Teachers’ Normal Institutes. 

The rural school should be made dis- 
tributing centers for the city library. 

A campaign for legislation and more 
money from the State should be enthu- 
siastically prosecuted. 

Where there are local libraries, the 
State Library Commision should loan 


- books through them only. 


Money raised by rural taxation for li- 
braries Should go to the city library. 

In this brief report we have tried to 
suggest a practical plan for rural ex- 
tension, practical inasmuch as it would 
bring into co-operation several thousand 
persons who show themselves by their 
vocation to be in sympathy with the 
modern idea of a wide distribution of 
knowledge. 





‘*A library is not a luxury, but one of 
the necessaries of life. No man has a 
right to bring up his children without 
surrounding them with books, if he has 
the means to pay for them.’’—Henry 
Ward Beecher. 
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A Message of Appreciation. 

The inscription on the tray of the 
beautiful tea service—‘From the Li- 
brary Friends of Iowa’’—conveyed to 
the former Secretary of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, the spirit of fellow- 
ship, which pre-eminently belongs to 
the Iowa library people. To the many 
kind friends who had a part in this 
gracious gift, (a choice product of the 
Kalo Shop), I wish to send through 
the pages of the Quarterly this message 
of sincere and grateful appreciation, as 
it.seems impossible to do so by personal 
word. 

The deepest emotions of the heart 
are stirred by expressions of confidence 
and friendship from those whom we es- 
teem, and when this expression is em- 
bodied in such artistic form as this 
handsome tea set (which is truly a 
‘‘thing of beauty and a joy forever’’) 
it is indeed difficult to fittingly express 
one’s appreciation. 

The years in Iowa have given me a 
larger and broader definition of the 
word friendship, and have strength- 
ened my ideals of the service libraries 
and books may render to a common- 
wealth, when the work is on the hearts 
and in the hands of such ‘unselfish, 
skilled librarians and earnest and wise 
library trustees as are found in the 
State of Iowa. 

The fine spirit and splendid program 
of the Sioux City meeting of the I. L. 
A. are evidence that larger results are 
to come to the Iowa libraries, and I 
doubt not that the year 1914 will be 
rich in results to the libraries and li- 
brary workers. With cherished mem- 
ories of the past and good wishes for 
the holiday season, I am 

Faithfully yours, 
Alice S. Tyler. 
Western Reserve Library School, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
December 8, 1913. 





I. 8. L. 8. Reunion. 
The eleventh annual reunion of the 
Society of the Iowa Summer Library 


School was held at Sioux City October 
15, 1913. A special table was reserved 


for the members at the dinner hela. 
the Presbyterian Church. Twente 
former students of the Library 
pce age pho the reunion, the 
members-of the lowa Libra Commi 
sion. ™ 

The society had planned to. 
Miss Alice S. Tyler, who for the 
twelve years has been Director Of the 
Library Summer School, with g gift of 
a cameo brooch, but as she wag 
to attend, the gift was forwarded ty 
nae in Cleveland, Ohio. “the 
afternoon a message of greetj 
received from Miss Arti =a 

Plans were discussed for the coming 
year and reports were given in regard 
to the three pictures which are hej 
exhibited in various Iowa libraries, 

The following officers were elegigj 
for the year 1913-1914: 

President, Grace Shellenberger, Dy 
Moines. 

Vice-president, Elizabeth Lilly, By. 
lington. 

Secretary, and Treasurer, Helen Mp. 
Raith, Iowa City. 

A roll call of members present from 
the various classes was taken. Fad 
class was represented by one or mom 
except the class of 1906. : 

Helen McRaith, 


Secretary. 





Christmas Book Exhibits, 

Revognizing the fact that the a 
tempt of librarians to create a taste for 
good reading on the part of childrenis 
often frustrafed by the class of books 
which find their way into the home 
because of their cheapness and avail 
ability, and to acquaint parents wit 
worthy and attractive books whid 
may be purchased at low cost, a Travel 
ing Christmas Exhibit was arrange 
this year.by the Library Commission 
As the time is short when such ap & 
hibit .is, nseful a limited number @ 
places only could be visited. They 
eluded Algona, Audubon, Dunlap, Em 
metsburg, Le Mars, Missouri Valley, 
Sae City, Sheldon, and Stuart. . 
_ That the object of. the’ exhibit 
be realized in the purchase of the 
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4g Christmas gifts the librarians were 
urged to arrange in advance with their 
‘al book dealers that the books might 
be on hand to supply the demand which 
jt was hoped would be made for them. 
The librarians were also urged to ad- 

ise the exhibit both before and 
ing the time of its stay, and to plan 

a meeting of parents, at which 
there should be a talk emphasizing the 
value of good reading, the danger from 
had books, and the attractiveness and 


“gheapness of those displayed. Annota- 


with price and publisher were 
inside the covers, and the latter 


juormation was also given on the lists 


which were sent with the books. 
In addition to the exhibits sent out by 
the Library Commission several libraries 
similar exhibitions of their 
gn books. The Davenport library 
loaned its collection of gift books to a 
number of holiday fairs in order to al- 
low the opportunity of examination be- 


fore purchasing. 





A Free Gift to Libraries. 

A few years ago, through the kindness 
of the heirs of Governor Gue, the Li- 
brary Commission was permitted to 
send free to every free public library in 
the State a copy of Gue’s History of 
lowa, a four-volume work which, when 
published retailed at $18.00. The only 
condition imposed was that the ex- 
press charges should be paid by the li- 
brary receiving them. Several li- 
brarians did not avail themselves of 
the offer at the time, and many li- 
braries have since been founded. I 
am now authorized to repeat the offer 
—a free gift to every free public li- 
brary in Iowa. Address Secretary, 
lowa Library Commission, Des Moines 
Towa. 

Johnson Brigham, 

President, Iowa Library Commission. 


December 11, 1913. 





' “There are three classes of readers: 


‘some enjoy without judgment, others 
‘Judge without enjoyment, and some 


there are who judge while they enjoy 
and enjoy while they judge.’’—Goethe. 
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Books and the Parcel Post. 


(Letter from Congressman Towner 
explaining the recent action of the 
Inter-state Commerce Com- 
mission. ) 


The delayed inclusion of books in 
parcel post rates is a subject of so much 
interest to librarians in their relations 
with the commission, and to librarians 
generally, that we take pleasure in pub- 
lishing the following letter from Con- 
gressman Towner who, from the first, 
has given the subject much time and 
attention, and whose bill giving books 
the benefit of parcel post rates, with 
his subsequent work with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, has been 
of invaluable service in directing pub- 
lie attention to the inconsistency of the 
law in its discrimination against the 
dissemination of knowledge. Despite 
the fact that the working out of the 
scheme for long distance zones causes 
an increase in rates, for libraries sup- 
plying patrons on rural delivery routes, 
and to borrowers of books from the 
Library Commission, the change will be 
helpful, and Judge Towner’s interest in 
the matter will be much appreciated. 
Following is the letter: 


House of Representatives U. S. 
Washington, D. C. 
December 11, 1913. 
Mr. Johnson Brigham, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

My Dear Mr. Brigham: As you 
know the holding of the Post Office De- 
partment under the last administration 
was that the postmaster general was 
not empowered under the law to give 
books parcel post rates. For that rea- 
son I introduced a bill giving books 
such rates, but no action was taken 
on the bill by the last congress. 

When the new administration came 
in the question was again presented to 
the department, and fortunately.a de- 
cision was secured that it was within 
the power of the postmaster general 
with the approval of the. Interstate 
Commerce Commission. to change the 
classification so'as to give. books-parcel 
post: rates without’ additional legisla- 





tion. After consideration. the post- 
master genera! made such recommenda- 
tion, and it went to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission for consideration. 
Some doubt as to the advisability of 
-the recommendation arose with the 
commission, whereupon I asked ‘that 
public hearings and further considera- 
tion be given. It was thought inexpe- 
dient by the commission to allow hear- 
ings, but they suggested that I should 
file a brief and such showing as I de- 
sired in favor of the proposition. This 
I did, and on December 5th the com- 
mission approved the recommendation 
with modifications. There was strong 
opposition, principally from the cata- 
logue houses. The order of approval! 
provides: 

(a) That the classification of ar- 
ticles mailable and the conditions of 
mailability be changed so as to admit 
books to the parcel post; and 

(b) That the rate of postage on 
parcels containing books weighing 
eight ounces or less shall be one cent 
for each two ounces or fractional part 
thereof, and on those weighing in ex- 
eess of eight ounces, the zone parcel 
post rates shall apply. 

In deference to the request and 
showing made by the catalogue houses 
the order will not. be effective until 
March 16, 1914. 

Very truly yours, 
H. M. Towner. 





Extract From the Report of the Secre- 
tary of the Library Commission. 


Since the Nevada meeting eleven 
new Carnegie buildings have opened 
their doors to the public, located and 
valued as follows: Sioux City, $75,000; 
Audubon, Bloomfield, Dunlap, Emmets- 
burg, and Knoxville, $10,000 each; Sac 
City, $8,000; Colfax, $6,500; Grundy 
Center, $6,000; and Eldon $4,000. This 
gives a total of 84 Carnegie buildings 
in addition to nineteen built by citi- 
zens or other friends; making in all 103 
publie library buildings in Iowa. Car- 
negie buildings are in process of erec- 
tion at Cresco and Sigourney to cost 
$10,000 each. (Since this report was 
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- Towa. 


given Alden has received the 
of $9,000 for a building.) . 

There are now 113 free public j 
ries on a tax basis, besides the ep, 
library at. Webster City. Of this » 


-ber six are located in towns 


population between 600 and 800 » 

two in towns of less than 400. Te 
of the former there are buildings ggg 
ing $2,000 and $5,000 respectiva, 
Forty-five towns have subscription » 
association libraries, and additional ong 


are frequently being reported and frp, 


these the number of free public lib. 
ries is constantly being increased, — 
During the fiscal year from July 
to July 7°13, 28,652 books were loaned 
from the Commission Office in ad 
to 206 books for the blind and 38 
ture collections. 192 new Tray 
Library stations were registered dump 
the same period, making a total of 


Books for a Hospital Library, 

This is a. list of 1,000 titles selects) 
from the shelf-list of the library ¢ 
McLean Hospital, Waverly, Mass, by 
Edith Kathleen Jones, with additions 
and annotations by Miriam E. Cangy 
Supervisor of Institutional Librarig, 
Minnesota State Board of Contr; 
Florence Waugh, Librarian for State hp. 
stitutions, Nebraska, and Julia A. Rob 
inson, Secretary, Iowa Library Commip 
sion. " 

The list is intended to aid in bringing 
bright, cheery, and helpful reading 
the sick, nervous, and depressed under 
hospital care, with the thought of giving 
entertainment and diversion. It willk 
found useful also by librarians in @ 
swering the demand which frequently 
comes to them for suitable books for th 
sick and convalescent. 

Fiction, travel, biography, and # 
tractive out-of-door books are largely it 
cluded. Most of them are found in th 
ordinary library, but this guide wil 
help librarians in using them for ths 
purpose. 

The list is published by the A.LA 
Publishing Board and sells at 25 
per copy. The Library Commission 
send a copy on request to any library 
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 @iden—The Library Board has re- 

4 from Mr. Carnegie the promise 
af $9,000 for a library building. The 
x support received from outside 
jownships assures’ the necessary sup- 


La tate College—The Library 
recently been moved from Chemis- 
Hall into Central Hall, where it oc- 

elass rooms and considerable 
idor space on two floors. Though 
hat crowded by the change it 
gemed advisable to house the library 
ina fire proof building. 
nfield.—The library has recently 
reeived a number of valuable gifts, the 
individual members of the Franklin 
lodge, A. F. & A. M., presenting & new 

International Encyclopedia, and Cal- 

mthe Lodge K. of P., a New Interna- 

tional Dictionary. Eighty volumes 

have also been received from the li- 

of Dr. C. L. Stafford and his son. 

Gedar Falls—The interior of the li- 

has been redecorated, a new fur- 
nace installed, and a new roof substi- 
tuted for the original gravel roof, all 
adding greatly to the attractiveness 
and comfort of the library. 

Cedar Rapids—The public library 
has established a library station at Ken- 
wood which is open every Friday even- 
ing from 7 to 9 o’clock. An assistant 
tells stories to the children from 7:30 
to 8:00 o’clock. 

Centerville—A new roof has been 
placed on the library and this improve- 
ment will be followed with some in- 
terior decorations. The building com-' 
mittee has also been authorized to pro- 
ture metal front doors and do repair- 
ing and painting on the outside. 

Charles City—Miss Belle Caldwell, 
librarian, has been granted a leave of 
absence of four months which she will 
spend in New York City. 

Cherokee——By the death of Mrs. 
J. H. Burlingame, President of the Li- 
brary Board, the public library has 
suffered a great loss. Mrs. Burlingame 
has been connected with the library 
















































nen en OEP neta” Baers eG 25878768 











movement since its beginning, and for 
most of that time has been President 
of the Board. Mrs. M. Wakefield, Sec- 
retary for a number of years, has been 
elected to the vacancy created. 
Clarinda.—Miss Mary Rains, assist- 
ant in the library for some time and 
acting librarian from February to June 
of this year, has entered the Training 
School for Children’s Librarians at 
Pittsburgh. Miss Eva Collins has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy. 
Twenty reproductions from the 
Medici series of old masters were re- 
cently on exhibition at the library. 
The exhibit was increased by the fine 
collection of Art books owned by this 
library which were enjoyed by out of 
town guests as well as the people of 
Clarinda. Two of the pictures, The 
Last Supper by Da Vinci, and the Sis- 
tine Madonna, both in colors, were pur- 
chased by the Clarinda Art Club and 
presented to the library. 
Clinton.—Miss Anna M. Anderson, 
who was granted a leave of absence 
last year to attend the Training School 
for Children’s Librarians at Pittsburgh, 
has resumed her work as children’s li- 


. brarian. 
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Two art exhibits have been held in 
the library—the National Park pictures 
being on exhibition from September 
15th-28th, and later the Pottery exhibit 
sent out by the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. 

The tax levy has been increased from 
2 to 2% mills. 


Coon Rapids.—Under the leaderghip 
of a band of enthusiastic and earnest 
women a successful library undertak- 
ing has been launched. The G. A. R. 
building has been given to the town for 
a library and has been remodeled and 
furnished. Donations of money and 
books have been received from the 
townspeople, and on Saturday, Decem- 
ber 13th, the farmers were given an op- 
portunity to aid the library as de- 
seribed elsewhere in the Quarterly. 
Mrs. C. C. Brownell is President of the 
Library Board. 

ing.—Miss Sara Sheppard, the 
librarian, has been given a year’s leave 





of absence. Her assistant, Miss Idelle 
Riddile is serving as librarian during 
this time. 

Council Bluffs.—The library tax has 
been raised from two to three mills. 

Davenport.—The Library Board has 
decided to extend the Sunday hours so 
that the library will now be open from 
2:00 to 6:00 on that day. As an experi- 
ment the library was open the same 
hours on Christmas Day. 

Des Moines.—The October meeting 
of the Des Moines Library Club took 
the form of a Vacation Camp Fire. The 
‘invitation gives also the program. It 
reads as follows: 

‘*The Des Moines Library Club will 
gather around a Vacation Campfire on 
the Des Moines College Campus, Tues- 
day, October 7th, at 7:45. The quality 
of material provided insures a brilliant 
fire. A pro-log will be furnished by 
the college male quartette. Miss Julia 
Robinson brings a librarians’ deca-log. 
Mr. E. R. Harlan contributes a sea log, 
Miss Rae Stockham a saw log. Mr. 


Johnson Brigham brought with him 
from the A. L. A. a Kaaterskill cata-log. 
Miss Charlene Sperry will deliver a 
logarhythm. Autumn leaves will lend 
their fragrance and ‘chestnuts’ will be 


roasted in the ashes. Mrs. Georgia 
Easter, president of the club, will light 
the fire and put on fresh logs, while the 
members contribute chips and attend to 
the roasting.”’ 

Des Moines—Board of Control.—Miss 
Eliza E. Townsend, Superintendent of 
Branches of the Public Library of 
Spokane, Washington, has been ap- 
pointed Supervising Librarian of the 
libraries of the State Institutions, and 
began her work December Ist. Miss 
Townsend is a graduate of Western Re- 
serve University, and was at one time 
associated with library work in Iowa. 

Des Moines—Public Library.—Doro- 
thy Kautz, a graduate of the Wisconsin 
Library School; has become assistant in 
the catalog department of the public 
library. 

DeWitt.—Miss Elsie Saxton having 
been granted a leave of absence will 
spend the winter in Florida with her 
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parents. Miss Harriet McQuistion will 
serve as librarian during her a) : 
- Dubuque.—The Lincoln school ha 
become a sub-station of the 
Stout library, and will be open for the 
exchange of books from 7:00 to 9 


o’clock on Tuesday and Thursday een 


ing of each week. , 
Fairfield.—The library has’ 

a gift of a fine collection of 

birds from Mr. Bernard Me 

who also presented the ‘library wae 

large book case which will be used fer 

the records of the D. A. R. 
Grinnell.— Miss Ruth Hutchi 

sistant in the Stewart library 4 

the summer months, resigned to a 

the Illinois Library School, and Mig 


Edna Duffus was appointed to fill the 


vacancy. 

Iowa City.—The Iowa City Library 
Club has selected as its topic for the 
year’s work Noted Foreign Libraries, 
and at the November meeting My 
A. N. Currier spoke on the Vatican 
Library. The December meeting took 
the form of a Christmas program. The 
club now has a membership of twenty. 
one, including librarians from the Pub- 
lie, ‘the State University, and the State 
Historical libraries. The officers for 
the coming year are as follows: Pregi- 
dent, Jessie Arms; Vice-president, 
Grace Wormer; Secretary and Treas 
urer, Dorothy Drudore, 

Iowa City—Historical Library.—Miss 
Helen Otto of Iowa City has been ap. 
pointed assistant in this library. 

Keokuk.—On account of the, crowded 
condition of the stacks, a room on the 
lower floor of the library building has 
recently been converted into a docu 
ment department, thus making room 
for several thousand additional vol 
umes in the main library. 

LeMars.—The interior of the library 
has recently been redecorated and pre 
sents a very attractive appearance, 
The outside of the building has also 
received needed repairs. 

Logan.—Through the earnest efforts 
of the Woman’s Club of Logan a Pub 
lie Library has been started with about 
225 books secured by donations. A 
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ing Library from,,the Library 
jgsion will increase is — 
Board of Supervisors has grant 
a of a room in the Court. House 
for library purposes. Miss Mary Rice 
shai 


and J. M. Alberts, Secre-. 


tary of the Library Board. 
town.—The library tax levy 
has been increased one-half mill for 
ear with the promise of an addi- 
tional half-mill for the year following, 
making a levy of three mills for this 


oot Maude Clark, after five years’ 

acceptable service in the library, 
resigned her position as first assistant, 
and on August 30th was married to 
Mr. Chas. Hollingsworth. 

. Mason City.—The lecture course con- 
ducted for the past two years by the 
Public Library will be continued this 

. The course is managed by a lec- 
ture committee of the Library Board. 
Six lectures are included. Season tick- 
es are sold for $1.50 and single tickets 
for 50 cents. Any surplus remaining 
at the end of the season is kept as a lec- 
ture fund for use the succeeding year 
for higher priced lecturers, as the ob- 
ject of the course is not financial but 
educational. 

Mount Ayr.—Through the active ef- 

forts of the library department of the 
Village Improvement Society, a library 
has been opened in Mt. Ayr. A room 
for library use has been donated by 
Mrs. Timby and a book shower fur- 
nished a number of books as founda- 
tion for the library. These are supple- 
mented by a Traveling Library from 
the Commission. Mrs. R. S. Beall is 
President of the Improvement Society, 
Miss Maud Spence Chairman of the Li- 
brary department, and Miss Pearl Rob- 
inson will act as librarian. The pros- 
pects for the success of the new library 
are very encouraging. 
_ Muscatine—About seventy _paint- 
ings of Julius Hoftrup and Armand 
Wargny were exhibited in the P. M. 
Musser library during October. As the 
collection contained a large number of 
scenes taken from the vicinity of Mus- 
eatine the pictures were especially en- 
Joyable, 


Odebolt.—Electric lights have been 
placed at the entrance to the library. 

Osceola.—The library at Osceola has 
received a gift of thirty-five volumes 
from Mr. Harry Richards, Dean of the 
Law School at Madison, Wisconsin, and 
his. mother Mrs. Anna Richards... .Mr. 
J..T. MeArley also presented the li- 
brary with a valable collection of. mis- 
cellaneous books. 

Perry.—The reading and reference 
rooms of the Public Library are open 
on Sunday afternoon between the 
hours of two and five, the different 
members of the library board having 
charge of the library during these 
hours. 

Rock Rapids.—The library has re- 
ceived a gift of thirty-five books from 
Mrs. C. H. Smith. 

Tipton.—Miss Flora Milligan, libra- 
rian, has been granted a leave of ab- 
sence for four months during which 
time Miss Helen Schriver, a former as- 
sistant, will serve as acting librarian. 

Waterloo.—After an absence of six 
months spent in European travel, Miss 
Duren resumed her work in the Water- 
loo library during October. Miss Duren 
was accompanied in her travels by Miss 
Maria Brace, assistant in this library, 
who has also returned to her duties. 

Waverly.—Miss Freda Hagerman is 
taking the place of assistant librarian 
made vacant by Miss Lillian Kaufman, 
who recently left for Florida. 

Webster City.—The death of F. D. 
Young causes the first vacaricy on the 
library board appointed by Kendall 
Young. Mr. Robert E. Jones has been 
selected to serve until the city election, 
when a successor will be elected by the 
people. 





Special Mention. 


With a view to emphasis and greater 
usefulness, it has seemed wise. to divide 
the library news of the state, and group 
two classes of items under special head- 
ings. There are probably other libraries 
which would come under each heading 
had we notice of them. 

If a sufficient number of notices are 
received similar groupings will be used 








in the next number of the Quarterly for 
the Story hour and Sunday openings 
and their results. 





Library Benefits. 


Adel.—The National Flower Operetta 


was given in the Adel Opera House 
during November for the benefit of the 
library. 

Anita.—The Ladies’ Literary Club is 
soliciting a mile of pennies as a fund 
with which to buy a library lot. Yard 
lengths of surgeon’s tape are sent out 
to be filled and returned. The total 
number required to make a mile is 
84080. 

An apron and candy sale was held 
by the Library committee of the Anita 
Improvement League, netting a needed 
sum for 75 books recently added to the 
library. 

Coon Rapids.—Saturday, December 
13th, was designated Farmers’ Day, at 
which time farmers and their wives 
were asked to bring to Coon Rapids 
salable products as gifts to the library. 
The articles contributed were disposed 
of by an auction sale upon the street. 
Five per cent of all purchases made at 
the grist mill by farmers on that day 
was also given to the library. This will 
tend not only to increase the library 
fund but give the farmers a part in the 
library project. 

Eldora.—A concert for the benefit of 
the library book fund was given on 
November 28th by the Cunningham En- 
tertainers. 

Greene.—November 15th was cele- 
brated as opening day at the Greene 
library. The ladies of the Association 
served doughnuts and coffee, for which 
10 cents was charged. A tag day was 
held at the same time,—a red tag cost- 
ing 10 cents entitled the holder to use 
of the library to January 1, 1914, and 
a blue tag costing $1.00 until January 
1, 1915. 

Hartley.—A school children’s library 
social was recently arranged for the 
benefit of the Hartley Library—a book 
or the price of a book to be added to 
the library being the cost of admission. 


A fine program was given and 
ments served. 
Indianola.—The New Lyrie p 
two benefit programs on Th Po 
Friday evenings, November 27th ga 
28th tor the public library. Bod 
Lansing.—The ladies of the - 
Association have arranged for a ¢ 
of five entertainments for the benefs 
the library, and hope to sell 300 ticks 
at $1.00 each. : 
i .—A book banquet wag 
by the Civic Improvement Club, the 
mission being a book for the publigf 
brary. An entertaining program wu 
given and coffee and sandwiches geryaa B 
Rockwell City.—A Short Cours _ 9 
Home Economics, similar to the 
held last fall, will again be given fm 
the benefit of the library. fi 
Tipton.—The Tipton Woman’s 
has pledged $200 for the library. 
member earned a dollar which y 
turned in at the December meeti 
—A series of market 
will be held during the year to rai 
money for the library. 3 


Library Advertising: 

Eldon.— Attractive notices of th 
brary have been placed in all the pr 
buildings of the city. Be 

Keokuk.—The library is to have a 
electric sign on the roof of the ng 
with the word ‘‘Library”’ in lighted 
letters large enough to be seen for fit 
teen blocks. A panel sign indicating 
the entrance will also be installed, 

Sioux City.—Posters carrying pit 
tures of the library building have bem 
placed in hotels and other public place 
by the library board. 

Wellman.—A well worded card 
ing information regarding the 
man-Schofield Library appears in ead 
issue of the Wellman Advance. — 








WANTED. . 

By the Iowa Library Commission— 

No. 9, Vol. 6, of the Iowa Library Qua 

terly, January-March, 1911. | : 
braries or trustees having this 

to spare kindly send to Seeretary, B® 

torical Building, Des Moines. “ 





